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Interstate Compact on Juveniles enacted 
in 1955 to help “Nobody’s Children” 



HISTORICAL MILESTONES 

 1967 - In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1, U.S. Supreme 

Court held that juveniles accused of crimes in 

a delinquency proceeding must be given many 

of the same due process rights and 

protections. 
 

 By 1986, all 50 states, DC, USVI & Guam 

ratified the Compact, with Association of 

Juvenile Compact Administrators (AJCA) as 

the governing body. 



HISTORICAL MILESTONES 
 In 1999, OJJDP, AJCA, and the Counsel of State 

Governments launched project to update Compact. 
 

 2003 - North Dakota was 1st state to ratify the “new” 

Interstate Compact for Juveniles. 
 

 2008 - “New” Compact became effective when Illinois 

became 35th state to ratify. 
 

 Interstate Commission for Juveniles formed as the 

governing body with authority to: 

• Promulgate rules 

• Enforce compliance 
 

 2012 – JIDS was launched for data management. 



LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE 

As the juvenile justice systems evolve, how can 

ICJ address modern concerns & reflect reforms? 
 

• Disparate Impact 
 Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) 

 School to Prison Pipeline 

 LGBTQIA Youth 
 

• Human Trafficking 
 

• Reducing detention, confinement & related harms 
 Diversion  

 Community based treatment 

 Trauma informed alternatives  


