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INTERSTATE COMMISSION FOR JUVENILES 
Human Trafficking Ad Hoc Committee 
 
Minutes 
March 12, 2018 
2:00 p.m. ET 
Teleconference 
 

 
Commissioners/Designees in Attendance: 

1. Peter Sprengelmeyer (OR), Chair 
2. Trissie Casanova (VT), Vice Chair 
3. Agnes Denson (FL), Commissioner 
4. Anne Connor (ID), Designee 
5. Jeff Cowger (KS), Commissioner 
6. Sherry Jones (MD), Commissioner 
7. Sheila Poole (NY), Commissioner 
8. Nate Lawson (OH), Commissioner 
9. Cathlyn Smith (TN), Commissioner 
10. Jedd Pelander (WA), Commissioner 
11. Maureen Clifton (WY), Commissioner 

 
Non-Voting Committee Members in Attendance: 

1. Mike Casey (DE) 
2. Tracy Bradley (FL) 
3. Holly Kassube (IL) 
4. Liz Wilson (KS) 
5. Anna Butler (KY) 
6. Jessica Wald (ND) 
7. Gladys Olivares (NV) 
8. Judge John Romero (Ex-officio NCJFCJ) 

 
Guests: 

1. Sarah Dalton (VT) 
2. Dawn Bailey (WA) 

 
ICJ Staff in Attendance: 

1. Marylee Underwood, Executive Director 
2. Jennifer Adkins, Operations and Policy Specialist 
3. Emma Goode, Administrative and Training Specialist 
4. Leslie Anderson, Administrative and Logistics Coordinator 

 
Call to Order 

Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. ET.   
 

Roll Call 
Executive Director Underwood called the roll and a quorum was established.  

 
 
Agenda 
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A. Connor (ID) made a motion to approve the agenda.   N. Lawson (OH) 
seconded.  The motion carried.   

 
Minutes 

A. Connor (ID) made a motion to approve the January 8, 2019 meeting 
minutes as presented.  M. Clifton (WY) seconded.  The motion carried.  

 
Discussion 
 
     Updates to Matrix 

• Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) reported that updates had been provided by C. 
Smith (TN) for the South Region and A. Connor (ID) for the West Region. 

• H. Kassube (IL) reported that there had been no changes in the update for 
the Midwest Region. 

• Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) will follow up with the East Region 
representative for any updates. 
 

Developing Promising Practices 
• Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) reported that several documents and reference 

materials were made available for review through a link to DropBox provided 
to all committee members by the National Office.   He encouraged members 
to review these documents and continue to share information.  The 
documents include state policies, practices, screening methods and 
assessment practices focused on ICJ related issues regarding human 
trafficking.  The floor was opened for discussion on how individual states are 
currently handling ICJ human trafficking related cases. 

• A. Connor (ID) reported that Idaho is currently in the process of obtaining a 
statewide assessment tool. 

• T. Casanova (VT) reported that in Vermont all juveniles who enter a detention 
center are medically screened by a trained nurse.  The victim is only 
interviewed once as a best practice.  If any allegation of human trafficking is 
disclosed, a report is submitted to Child Protection and then is investigated 
collaboratively with local, state and federal law enforcement officials.   

• D. Bailey (WA) shared that the manner in which assessment and screenings 
are conducted in the state of Washington varies from county to county, with 
no standardization.   

• Judge Romero (NCJFCJ ex-officio) reported that in Keene County, 
Washington, a fully standardized screening and assessment program led by 
certified specialist is conducted.  He also reported that a bill is currently under 
legislative review regarding human trafficking in Washington. The state of 
Nevada also has a bill that has passed and moved to the Governor to 
address juvenile human trafficking victims being handled through child 
welfare agencies in lieu of detention centers to reduce re-traumatization of 
juvenile victims.  Nevada has utilized the West Coast Children’s Clinic 
screening tool as a model to assist in statewide standardization. 

• J. Wald (ND) reported that all state-committed youth in North Dakota 
participate in a federal screening questionnaire.  If human trafficking victims 
are identified, one (1) of four (4) trained individuals across the state are 
notified to immediately screen and assess the victim.  The state also has a 
Human Trafficking Task Force that utilizes a Rapid Indicator Tool that 
conducts a screening including visual assessment of behavioral indicators, 
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physical indicators, and body language.  Once a victim is identified, they are 
placed in a licensed foster care facility that specializes in juvenile human 
trafficking victims. 

• S. Jones (MD) reported that all juvenile detention facility staff are trained in 
recognizing vocal and visual assessment practices to recognize possible 
human trafficking victims.  Maryland also continues to conduct screening and 
assessments for known victims regularly.  

• T. Bradley (FL) reported the state of Florida has a Human Trafficking 
Coordinator and utilizes a statewide assessment tool that includes the use of 
a Prevention Specialist Unit which assists in determining the needs of a victim 
and provides extra services to victims upon release back into the community. 

• S. Dawson (VT) presented a draft document that outlined evidence-based 
practices that were narrowed to the scope of ICJ application.  The document 
included a glossary of terms, federal definitions and statutes related to human 
trafficking, risk factors of victims, best practices regarding victim safety, 
multidisciplinary approaches to identification, screening tools and numerous 
links to tools and resources. 

• The committee agreed that there was a need for structured assessment tools, 
screening tools, and policies and procedures to enforce those tools.  They 
also discussed having defined, discrete roles and responsibilities to ensure 
assessments are carried out appropriately and follow-ups are conducted to 
include timeframes that are clear and defined.  The committee also discussed 
issues with immigrant and tribal victims, focus on long-term medical 
treatment, multidisciplinary approaches, increased community awareness and 
ongoing support for both victims and families. 

• Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) encouraged the committee members whose 
states have current tools and resources to continue to share the information 
via the DropBox link with other states. 

 
Old Business 

 
Committee Purpose Statement 

• Chair P. Sprengelmeyer (OR) provided a brief summary of the committee 
purpose statement and opened the floor for discussion.   

• T. Casanova (VT) made a motion to adopt the Committee Purpose 
Statement as presented.  A. Connor (ID) seconded.  The motion carried. 

 

New Business 
 

Topics for May and July 
• Chair Sprengelmeyer (OR) solicited the committee members for topics for the 

May and July meetings and suggested a poll to determine priority topics for 
discussion at the May and July meetings. 

• Executive Director Underwood agreed and the National Office will create and 
distribute a poll to committee members.   

 
Adjourn 

Chair Sprengelmeyer adjourned the meeting by acclimation at 3:03 p.m. ET.  


